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Anton of Chqondidi’s sermon of lents

Resume

Anton Dadiani — a metropolitan at Tsageri and Ghqondidi is

known to bo one of the most lamouse preacher among Geogrian ones.

Manana Bukia



Saint Anton of Chqondidi was born in the family of Otia dadiani,
the prince of Egrisi (now Samegrelo). Anton’s mother, Gulkan, was
the daughter of the prince ShoShita IIT of Racha. There were six
children in the family: five boys and a girl. Anton’s sister, Mariam,
later married King Solomon the Great of Imereti.

The children received their primary education from their mother,
who was raised in the Christian Faith and transmitted the Faith to
her children. Her vibrant faith and valorous labors were an example
for all who surrounded her. After his father’s death, young Anton
was raised by his older brother Katsia. his family was preparing
Anton for a diplomatic career, and therefore they devoted special
attention to his study of philisophy, literature, the fundamentals of
poetry and art, and foreing languages (particularly Turkish and Per-
sian).

From the beginning of the 17" century, the rulers of Egrisi ap-
pointed only their own relatives to the Chqondidi diocese. Nikoloz,
one of Anton’s older brothers, was prepared for the bishopric, but he
was too attached to the world to commit to the heavy yoke of as-
ceticism. The young Anton, however, was zealous for the monastic
life, and soon he was tonsured.

The new monk Anton sensed the imperfection of his spiritual
education and asked the monks of Martvili Monastery in Egrisi to
help him make up for his insufficient knowledge. A group of French
missionaries arrived to instruct him in the foundations of Scholastic
philosophy, which was very fashionable in Europe at that time. Anton,
however, recognized that his foreign tutors had tainted Orthodox
doctrine with the poison of heresy. Once, during a meal, Anton turned
to a certain Frenchman and asked, ,,Can you pour wine into this
water-filled cup and keep it from mixing with the water?

The Catholic priest answered that it was impossible, and Anton
replied, ,As it is impossible to pour water and wine into a single
vessel and keep them from mixing, so it is impossible to accommodated
both Orthodox doctrine and heresy! From that day Anton parted
with the French missionaries.

The thirst for learning would not give the young monk any rest.
To deepen his knowledge, St. Anton traveled to Tbilisi, to the court
of King Erekle II. The king’s wife, Queen Darejan, was Anton’s
cousin — a child of his uncle, Katsia Dadiani.

In 1761 St. Anton was consecrated bishop of Tsageri (in lower
Svaneti). He soon became famous for his eloquent sermons, which
inspired even the Catholicos of georgia himself.

Grown weary from fasting, St. Anton's face began to resemble

that of an angel. In accordance with his orders, a daily meal was



prepared for the poor at the Chqondidi residence. Every subsequent
bishop of Chqondidi has continued this practice.

In the 18" century many feudal lords in western Georgia (in Egrisi
especially) began to trade slaves for profit. Bishop Anton boldly op-
posed this immoral activity, and in the years 1792 to 1794 he con-
vened a series of Church councils to publicly condemn the slave
traders.

In 1788 Anton approved vast land grants to the monasteries of
Martvili, Nakharebou and Sairme. He persuaded the Dadianis to
exempt these lands from taxation.

In 1789 Anton, now a metropolitan, left Chqondidi for Nakharebou
Monastery, which he had built. He enriched the monastery with sa-
cred objects, ancient icons and lands. There he spent the remainder
of his days.

Sn. Anton of Chqondidi reposed in 1815 at a very old age and
was buried at Nakharebou Monastery.

Anton of Chqondidi left the most valuabhe and richest literary
heritage. The texts of his sermon are especially well presented in
the manusctipt museum named after K. Kekelidze. One of his ser-
mon ,,Confession for chergyment” is kept in Kutaisi museum (manu-
script book Ne 235, pg. 102v-106v). The unique things ate preserved
in the manuscript fund of the Dadiani palace-Museum.

Anton of Chqondidi’s sermons are collected after his death. The
first researcher of Saint father - T. Zhordania points out that his
collection of sermons, which was published in 1898, included 3 manu-
scripts: ,, The manuscript of Grigol Dadiani — dated back to 1852; 2.
The manuscript of Natalia Nizharadze — dated back to 1846; 3. Prince
T. Zhordania’s rewritten manuscript in 1842.

In the preface of collection the researcher indicates that he had
seen the Sermons of Lents of Antoni. He intended to publish this
sermons with the help of the bishop of Imereti — Besarion.
Unfortunataly he could not realize it.

This manuscript was thought to be lost (K. Kekelidze, R.
Baramidze).

We consider that the researcher had the exhibit N° 26/23384 which
was kept in the Dadiani Palace — Museum, that included St. Antoni
of Chqondidi’s sermon of lents of Sundays.

The handwritten book consists of 43 pages and is dated back to
9% of February, 1829. It was recopied by someone called Thoan.

The book includes 7 sermons.

Anton of Chqondidi’s two sewrmons (Ne 1755/25155) are pre-

served in the manuscript fund of Literary archive of the Dadiani



Palace — Museum. The sermons were copied by Simon Tabidze in
Peterbung and was ment to be kept for Grigol Dadiani. It can be

proved by the inscription on the 1r.

Anton of Chqondidi’s sermons’ main inspiration is readers and
listeners’ ethical and moral perfection. The main topic of the
preacher’s teaching is the ethical problems of his flock. He dis-
cusses this problems in the historical diameter of churches and tries
to illustrate his ideas with the help of Saint letter. He relies on the
Bible and proves that the knowledge of the Old and New Testament
is necessary.

Generally Anton gives examples from the Old and New Testa-
ment and always compares and contrasts them.

While explaining the saint letter Anton of Chqondidi often indicates
St. Fathers’ teaching and proves his point of views with the help of
the preachers’ statement. He shows us the statements and quotation
of Basili the Great, st. Iohan, Grigol of Theologian, Iohvan of Sineli,
Andria of Kreteli, St. Theodore of Studite, Avgustini. He is quoting
the theologian philosophers.

The preacher’s teaching is never generalized. The preacher al-
ways addresses the readers and listeners, he asks, argues, discusses
his ideas, offers his arguments and proves his ideas with the help of
Saint letter, clergymen, philosophers.

We can feel love and care of the preacher as well as strictness in
the sermon. The rhetorical device and questions make the sermon
even more interesting and valuable.

The modesty of Anton’s language should be pointed out espe-
cially. The clear and lively speech makes great impression on read-
ers and listeners.

Anton of Chqondidi’s collection Sermon of Lents is considered

to be the source of wisdom.

ITponosengu Benuxoro Ilocra
AnTona UYkoHpupenu

Pesrome

Cpenu TPy3MHCKUX IIPOIIOBETHUKOB BAXKHOE MECTO 3aHIMAeT
Larepckuit u Yxonpuackuit Murpononutr Aurton [lanuanu.
ITpemomo6usbril AHTOH YKOHIME M OBLI CBIHOM IPaBUTEIIT

Merpenuu Otuu Jaguanu. Mats — I'yiakan — 6b11a [oUepbio



npasutea Pauu [MMommrs: I11.

Awnron [Jlaguanu popuics B 1731 rozy. Y Hero 65110 YeThIpe
6paTa 1 ofHa cecTpa, KOTOpasd BIOCIEACTBUM CTaja Lapulei
Hmeperuu (6511a xenoit Conmomorna Benukoro).

AmnToH mosyuun 6recrsauiee o6pazosanue. OH IpeKpacHO 3HAJ
JIUTEPATy Py, M033UI0, PHIOCOGHUIO U UCKYCTBO, B COBEPLIEHCTBE
BJIaZie]T TATAPCKUM A3BIKOM.

Ero BocnuThIBaM OOIIECTBEHHEBIM JiedATesIeM, HO B HeM OBLIO
CTPACTHOe >KeJIaHUe CTaTh ZyXOBHBIM oM. OH IpuHUMaeT
pellleHue U YXOAUT B MOHAXH.

IlepBoHauanbHOE TyXOBHOE 0Opa3oBaHUe AHTOH IIOIYYUT Y
Mapreuibckux MoHaxoB. B 1757 romy on ornpasigerca B Tommicu
IUIA TIOJTyYeHHA NOTHOIIeHHOTo obpasoBanud. B T6unincu Haxomuiocs
y4e6HOe 3aBefieHUe, OTKpHITOe IapeM VpakmueM. 3meck AHTOH
TIOJTy YHUI BBICIIee 0Opa3oBaHMe II0 [yXOBEHCTBY M QIIIOCODHH IIOZ,
pyxoBozcTBoM Qumuna Kantmazamsmiu u 3axapuu [abamsunn.
VI3 ncTOYHMKOB BUIHO, YTO AHTOH IIOJTYYMJI BEICIIee 0Opa3oBaHUe
mo 60rocyIoBUIO U GuIoCOGUU B y4eGHOM 3aBeZeHIUM, OCHOBAHHOM
napem VpakimeM. OHO B ITOC/IEACTBUY OBLIO IIepeMeHOBAHO B
ITyXOBHYIO CEMUHApHIO II0J], HaCTaBJIeHHeM 3HAMEHUTOTO AeATesld
pexropa l'anosa.

Bepuyicsa Auron B Menrpenuio He To B 1760, He TO B 1761 Tomy
u noxyuui Llarepckyio Dnuckornckyto xabezapy. OH mpociaBuiIcsa
CBOHMIM OpPaTOPCKUM JapoM, OBLI 6ecrioflo6HbIM 3HaTOKOM CBATOTO
IMucanus.

06 ocoberHOM ape AHTOHA BCKOpe y3Hasa BcA cTpaHa. B 1765
roxy 6par AxToHa, Kanus, sxeruica Ha cectpe mapsa Mpaxnusa
dnucabet. CBagpba cocrasmack B Tommmcu. Ha mpasamanom
Mosie6He AHTOH IIPOM3HEC YyTKYIO IIPOIIOBeAb, YeM
IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIHE GBLIN BOCXUIIEHBL.

B 1777 romy AnToH nonxy4uun YKoHIUICKYIO Kadenpy.
Jymernonesasie 1 61aroroBeMHbIe IPOIOBEAN JIIOOAIIETO U
3a00TJIMBOrO MUTPOIIOIHUTA IIOCEIIAIO MHOTO JIIOJeH.

AHTOH aKTUBHO BMELIMBAJICA B KU3Hb MeHTpeIbCKOro
mpasuTenbcrBa. OH 60POJICA IPOTHUB CTPALIHOTO MOPAAKA — KYILIH-
mpozaxku pabos, CylecTByIOIero B To BpeMsa. B 1792-1794 rr. o
VHWIIMATHBE U IIPeCTaBUTEIHCTBOM SIIMCKOIIA AHTOHA 3eMCKHIH
co0O0p BBIHEC CTPOTHH IIPUTOBOP HMOKYIIATeNIAM Y3HUKOB.

Bragsixa AHTOH OBUT HafleleH U JUILIOMaTHYecKuM gapoM. OH
JaCTO BBIMOIHI TOpydeHus cBoero 6para Kamuu II (A.Ilarapenn).

B 1788 rozy cxonuaincsa npasutens Merpenun Kanua Jlaguanuy.
Ha mpecroux B3omes ero manonernsiii csie ['puropuit. Hego6Gpere

JIIOAH BOCIIOJIb30BAJIMICHh IOHOCTBIO IIPABUTEJIA M JOCTABMJIM MHOTO



HEeIPATHOCTHU IPaBJIEHHIO.

AmnTon UkoHAMIEIN He CMOT CMUPHTCHA C OeCIIOpASKaMH,
CYLIeCTBYIOIIMMH IIPY JBOPe IIPAaBHUTEIA U OTKA3aJICA OT CaHa
muTtpomnouta. ITocte yero Havax BeCTH MPOCTYIO MOHANIECKYIO
ku3Hb B Haxape6cKoM MOHACTBIpe, IIOCTPOEHHOM UM Xe.

B 1815 rozy B riry60oK0#i cTapocTy Ipenofo6HbIi AHTOH

CKOHYAJICA B MOHACTBIPE, I'Zl€ M 3dXOPOHEH.

AmnTon UYKoHAMEIM OCTABUII OCTATOYHO OOTraToOe JTHUTEPATypHOE
Hacnegye. Ero npomosegyeckue mcaHuA ¢ 0COO0M TIIATETBHOCTBIO
xpaHaTcs B ['ocyzapcTBeHHOM MHCTUTyTe pykomuceii um. K.
Kexennpze. OpHa ero mponosess ,,VIciioBe s 41 CBAIeHHUKA
xpauuTtcs B Kyrancckom mysee (k. Ne 235, cr. 102v-106v).
YHuKa/IbHbIE MaTePHUAIBI COXPaHEHbI PYKOIIUCHBIM (GOHIOM
Hcropuko-apxurekrypHoro myses npu JIsopue Jaguann.

ITponoBemu AnToHa UkOoHAUEIN GBLIM COGPAHBI TOCTIE €T0
CMepTH.

ITepssiit 6uorpad cearoro orua @. XKopzauus ykassipaer, 4To
n3paHH UM B 1892 rozy cOopHUK IponoBefeii co6paH 1o TpeM
PyKOIIHCAM:

1. Pyxomucs I'puropus Jagmanu 1852 r.

2. Pyxomucs Haramuu Huxapazze 1846 r.

3. Pyxomuce, nepenucannas mugno Q. Koppanus 1842 r.

B mpepucioBuu cOOpHHKA HCCIeOBaTe b YKa3bIBaeT Ha TO, 9TO
cam Bugen nponosenu Bemukoro I[Tocta AHTOHA U cobupacsa U3maTh
ux 1pu nomoiu Mmeperunckoro Jnuckona Bucapuona, Ho aTo
JKeJIaHYe eMY He YIaJIOCh OCYIeCTBUTb. JTa PYKOIHCh CUUTANIACh
norepsuHoi (K. Kexempge, P. Bapamuzze).

Cunraem, 4TO y MCCyIe[OBaTe I IO, PYKOH OBLIM PYKOIIUCH M3
¢donma pykonuceii 3yragumcKoro UCTOPHKO-apXUTEKTYPHOTO My3esd,
xpanusumrecs mog Ne 26/23384, xyna BXOIAT IPONIOBEIU BETUKOTO
IocTa cBATOro AHTOHA UKOHIMAENH.

Knura cocrout us cemu mpomnosezex.

B pyxonucaoM GoH/e TUTEpPaTyPHOTO apX1Ba Ha3BAHHOTO My3esd
XpaHATCA U Apyrue pykomucu AHToHa UKoHAUZEIH.

IIpomosegu mepenucansr Cumonom Tabuaze B 1880 r. B
Ilerep6ypre pma I'puropusa [Jaguanu. O6 3TOM CBUAETETBCTBYET

HaJIMCh Ha 1r.

OcuoBHbIM adocom mponoseneit AuToHa YkoHIUAE U
SIBJIETCSI MOPAJIBHOE COBEPUIEHCTBOBAHME CIIyIIaTe . IIaBHyI0
TeMY IIPOIIOBe el COCTABIISIOT HPAaBCTBEHHBIE IPOOJIEMSEI,

HaKOILJIEHHBIE B TOI‘,II;aH.IHefI FPYBI/II/I, B YaCTHOCTH B €TI0 IIaCTBE.



OTu mpo6eMsl OH PacCMOTPHBAET B CBeTe IePKOBHOM HCTOPUH
Y I WUUTIOCTPAIIMK CBOMX B3IJLANOB Beerga mpuBogut CBATOe
ITrcanme. AHTOH IOJHOCTBIO CChINaeTcA Ha bubnuio u cuuraer,
uro 3HaHMe Berxoro u HoBoro 3aBera HEOOXOAUMO KKIOMY.

BooGure, AHTOHY CBOMCTBEHHO HCIIOIB30BAHNE UCTOPUH H3
Berxoro u HoBoro 3aBeta u nx comocraBieHue.

ITpu TonxoBaruu Cearoro [Iucanns gacro obpamaercsa K
Y49eHHUAM CBATHIX OTI[OB H YIIPOIIAeT CBOM IIOMBICIIBI U B3TJLAIBI
BBICKa3bIBAaHUAMU IIePKOBHBIX IbIcaTesneil. [IpomoBegHuK puBOAUuT
coBa Baccumua Besmmxoro, Moana 3mmatoycra, I'puropus Borociosa,
Hoana Cumnaiickoro, Auzpes Kpurckoro, ®enopa Crygura,
braxennoro Asrycruna... OH Taxke UTHpPYeT GUIOCODOB.

YueHus nponosesHNKa HUKOTAA He 00001IaeTCs, HACTAaBHUK
Bcergia obpalraeTcs K CIyLIaTe IO, CIPAIINBaeT eTo, CIIOPHUT C HUM,
paccMaTpHUBaeT ero IIOMBICIIBI ¥ B3TJIAAEI, IIPeJIaraeT CBOU
apryMeHTHI U AJI1 NOATBepxKAeHus npusoaut Cearoe [Tucanue,
LUTATHI OT CBATHIX OTLOB U BIIIOCOPOB.

B mpomosezAx ACHO BocIleBaeTCA JTI000Bb IIPOIIOBE JHUKA K
CBOEMYy CIyLIATesIIo, XOTA OH K HUM obpalraeTcs He 6e3 CTPOTOCTH.

OcoberHoe ouapoBaHMe IIPUJAIOT IIPOIOBEAAM PUTOPHIECCKIE
BOIIPOCHI X PUTOPHUYECCKUEe 00paleHH A, KOTOPble 0COOEHHO YacTo
TIPUMEHSIOTCA B YIeHUIX AHTOHA.

CremyeT OTMeTHTH OCOGEHHYIO IIPOCTOTY A3BIKA B peYd AHTOHA
Yxonguzpenu. BceM nocTymHOe X1BOe 06Cy>kIeHUE TIIy60KO
BIeYaT/IgeT CIyIIaTeId.

Coopuux mpomosegeit Bemukoro Ilocra AnrtoHa UYUKOHAMZAEIM  ABIAETCA HEBBIPA3HMBIM

HCTOIYHHKOM MYZPOCTH.
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