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WAYS OF ESTABLISHING CHRISTIAN TERMINOLOGY IN
THE MEGRELIAN CULTIC VOCABULARY OF CATTLE-
BREEDING

Ritual and cultic vocabulary of cattle breeding presents an
interesting way for the establishment of Christian terminology in
Megrelian.

Certain part of this terminology is of the heathen origin. For
instance: ghejkhvama (shrine for pigs) okhvameri chkhou
(sacrifice cow).

Christian religion vocabulary has its particular place in the
rites and beliefs related to cattle breeding: mikamgario (St.
Michael and Gabrial Archangels); Tarangiozi (archangels).

Christian terminology in Megrelian is presented with
Georgian affixations (sa-mgari-o ,a shine for Michael and
Gabriel), while the heathen vocabulary makes use of the
Megrelian forms of derivation, e-g. O-kapun-e (a pig chosen: for
kapunoba the ritual on Thursday before two weeks of the Lent)
otsashkhure (,,a shrine for Iivestock®).

The fact that Christian vocabulary in Megrelian is
represented with the Georgian word-formulation means provide
the evidence that the language of Christian worship in Megrelia
(resp. in colchis), like in any other part of Georgia, was the

Georgian Literary language.

JoOH»390mH0 9993300009Mds, &. 5. JMmsobo, 2001 §. 3. 67-
73
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