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KOBA KHARADZE
(A Short Review of Scientific and Public Activities)

Doctor of Geographical Sciences, Professor Koba
Kharadze is the number one among more than thirty scientists-
geographers supervised by outstanding Levan Maruashvili. He is
distinguished for his great number of scientific works, immense
pathos for research, extraordinary ability for analysis, scientific-
thematic variety, wide diapason of scientific search, deep
approach to problems, skills, scrupulous research, permanent
scheduled scientific activity that has played a great role in the
development of Geographical Sciences of Georgia. We will not
exaggerate in saying that he is great Levan Maruashvili’s
celebrated precedent in the development of Georgian Geographi-
cal Sciences. And it is so appreciable that Koba Kharadze is still
continuing his activities with his usual energy, love and courage.

Doctor of Geographical Sciences, Professor Koba Kha-
radze was born on October 20, 1940 in Chkhari (Terjola region)
where he finished secondary school and worked at the tile factory
of Chkhari. In 1959 he was sent to military service in Rostov-on-
Don city.

Koba Kharadze even in his childhood was fascinated by
the nature and history of his own country. Therefore, he travelled
a lot on the territory of the region, studied its history and
attentively observed natural phenomena. This fact had a great
influence on the orientation of his future profession.

In 1962 Koba Kharadze successfully passed the entrance
exams and enrolled the faculty of Biology-Geography of Kutaisi
Pedagogical Institute. The next year his specialty was changed
into Geography only. In his years of study Koba Kharadze was
impetuous, hardworking, an excellent student at lectures (seminar-
workshops, laboratory works, colloquia) as well as at field works.
He processed many scientific works, theses of which were
published in the scientific conference materials of students.
Distinguished with hard work and discipline he also attracted
attention by his speech diction, timbre of voice, oratorical art that
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especially influenced on his pedagogical activity. After graduating
the institute he was first sent to work in village Gumbati of Tsalka
region and later he worked as a teacher of Geography in village
Bogvi of Tetritskaro region. During working at school he was
much respected by the pedagogical staff and the pupils. All his
lessons were innovative and of high scientific-methodological
level. During teaching at school he deepened his knowledge in
several spheres of Geography and became acquainted with
scientific literature. Together with young specialists of regional
studies he went on excursions and collected abundant toponymic
materials that helped him start his scientific activity. During
working al school on the basis of scientific literature and
scientific-research works he wrote a geographical description of
several regions according to demand of secondary schools
program “Own Region”. His activities as of an advanced teacher
were many times in limelight of regional newspapers.

In 1969 Koba Kharadze successfully passed the entrance
exams for post-graduated course at Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute
of Geography of Georgian Academy of Sciences where he was
supervised by an outstanding Georgian scientist, geographer Le-
van Maruashvili. Under his immediate supervision and consul-
tations Koba Kharadze, consequently to his hard research work,
earlier (before finishing the post-graduate course) presented his
complete scientific Candidate’s thesis “History of Geographical
Knowledge in Old Georgia (X-XVIII centuries)” that he
successfully defended in September, 1973 at the session of
Scientific Council for Specialized Degrees of Tbilisi State
University.

From the first days of enrolling in Vakhushti Bagrationi
Institute of Geography Koba Kharadze was a member of
Department of Geomorphology. After finishing the post-graduate
course he became first a junior scientist and from 1974 — a senior
scientist. For 20 years he participated both in collective and
individual scientific expeditions of the department. During years
he visited all parts of Georgia, collected abundant expedition
materials that he scrupulously analyzed along with the archival
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and script materials from Moscow, Saint Petersburg and Tbilisi
that enabled him to create a great number of scientific works.
Koba Kharadze’s sphere of research together with History
of Geography contains a full range of issues of Historical Geog-
raphy, working on which he has successfully completed. His de-
dication for this work is very important for Georgian Geographical
Sciences. For its illustration we can quote the words of Levan
Maruashvili — the scientific supervisor of Koba Kharadze and editor
of one of his books: “Koba Kharadze’s book “Old Toponyms of
Georgia” is the result of a hard, scrupulous work full of patriotic
spirit. The Georgian society gained a reference book that will fill up
all public and family libraries. 1 cannot imagine an educated
compatriot without the Explanatory Dictionary of Old Toponyms.
Writers and scientists, administrators and workers of public
industry, teachers and tourists will receive useful information from
Koba Kharadze’s book”. In this work Koba Kharadze collecied
more than 30 thousand old Georgian toponyms, the part of which
he has localized and etymologized. In 1982 publishing house
“Sabchota Sakartvelo” prepared his first book “The Old Toponyms
of Georgia” for publishing. The book was set at the book factory of
Thilisi, but unfortunately the matrices of the book were destroyed
as the author refused to discard the toponymy of Abkhazia from the
book as it was demanded by the Central Committee. Thus, the book
was not published. But it is worth to note that the work contains
nearly seven thousand old toponyms gained from written and
cartographical sources and that are not used in official cor-
respondence. The names are accompanied by old and new matches,
geographical locations, chronological limits of use, etymology of
names (for some part of toponyms), suppositions about their
geographical-historical meaning, references to primary and
secondary sources. The scientific editor of the book, Professor
Levan Maruashvili says: “Koba Kharadze dedicated more than ten
years to collect, explain and describe the old toponyms of Georgia.
As a result of his stressful work we have obtained a very important

book — a dictionary of abolished geographical names of our
country”.
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Koba Kharadze has written four fundamental books in
historical geography: Zemo Kartli, Shida Kartli, Kvemo Kartli
(Upper, Inner and Lower Kartli) and Kakheti with which he
completed his studies of historical geography of Eastern Georgia.
These works were published in the following sequence: in 1991
publishing house “Metsniereba” published his monograph
“Historical Geography of Georgia, Kvemo Kartli”, in 1992
publishing house “Ganatleba” published “Historical Geography
of Georgia, Shida Kartli”, in 2000 “Historical Geography of
Georgia, Zemo Kartli” was published by “Metsniereba”, and in
2010 — “Historical Geography of Kakheti (XVIII c). The above
monographs are the result of continuous hard work during many
years. They combine field and laboratory materials and contain
noteworthy scientific conclusions that are an innovative new step
at the background of the works of his predecessors. A special
emphasis is put on the research of old toponyms, their localization
and partial etymology. Besides, the part of the toponyms is
localized by means of the ways and methods worked up by the
author himself. The monographs also describe densities of
population and populated areas. Attention is paid to ethnogeny,
borders, administrative-territorial points, etc. The author has made
retrospective maps of administrative-territorial division, popu-
lation, density of populated areas and localization of toponyms.

In 1993 Koba Kharadze successfully defended his
dissertation thesis “Historical Geography of Georgia. Kartli”. The
dissertation combines the results of the research work during a
couple of decades. It refers to a range of issues of historical
geography of Georgia that enabled the author to newly solve some
data that had been seen less obviously or ambiguously before. In
this point special attention was paid to revealing of old toponyms
and their localization. On the basis of additional researches the
localization of some part of the toponyms were corrected. After
studying historical sources and field observations many toponyms
were newly studied. Koba Kharadze localized hundreds of old
toponyms and made their corresponding maps.
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The scientist dedicated great deal of work to the research
of the development of Georgian geographical thinking. He wrote a
lot of works on these problematic issues. Among them the most
important are the monographs “Geographical Thinking in Old
Georgia”, “Georgian and Foreign Travellers of XII-XV Cen-
turies” (publishing house “Ganatleba”, Tbilisi, 1987), “Georgian
Travellers of XVII-XIX Centuries” (publishing house “Ga-
natleba”, Thilisi, 1987). These monographs tell about the de-
velopment of Georgian geographical knowledge from the ancient
period till the end of XIX century, they show how the Georgian
geographical and travelling spheres have developed, analyze
traveller’s impressions books in the geographical viewpoint,
contain rout maps for travellers, the part of which are made for the
first time.

Professor Koba Kharadze dedicated a book to the 50th
anniversary of the foundation of Vakhushti Bagration: Institute of
Geography. The book is about the formation and development of
geographical sciences in Georgia till the last period; it tells in
details about the 50 years’ creative activities and future prospects
of the institute.

In connection with Vakhushti Bagrationi’s rich inheritance
Koba Kharadze published the first (Samtskhe) and the second
(Kartli) books of Vakhushti Bagrationi’s works. It was intended to
publish three more books from this series. Koba Kharadze 1s the
editor and compiler of these publications that contain the emblems
of separate parts of Georgia in Vakhushti’s times. The emblems
have their descriptions, maps of administrative-territorial division
made in accordance with the up-to-date cartographical basis and
lists of villages. The publications are appended by a vast preface.

Koba Kharadze has made his best for compiling the part
of inorganic natural monuments of “The Red Book of Georgia”
and its publishing. The scientist thoroughly worked to create the
series of “Geographical Calendars of Georgia”. In 1987
publishing house “Ganatleba” published the first one of them, the
second one — “Inorganic Natural Monuments” was published in
1988 and the third one “Nature and A Man” — in 1990. Each of
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them is an author’s sheet that contains very important information.
All the three calendars are of high polygraphic level and are
appended by very significant photos shot by the author.

Koba Kharadze has straightly and without fatigue followed
his teacher’s way. He has worked in different spheres according to
the regulations fixed by Levan Maruashvili. In his works we can
distinguish the following main orientations of geographical
sciences that have been the objects of his research.

1. Historical Geography. Koba Kharadze with his four
monographs in this sphere has done a great deal in the study of
historical geography of Eastern Georgia. Much was said aboves
but this time we would like to add that as a result of revealing and
analyzing novelties in the research of this great problem he has
verified and made corrections and additions to WVakhushti
Bagrationi’s viewpoints.

2. History of Geographical Studies. In this direction
Koba Kharadze has conducted a great work in the research of
Georgian geographical thinking. He has written more than six
monographs on this issue (three of them were mentioned above),
out of which publishing house ““Metsniereba’ published “History
of Geographical Knowledge in Old Georgia” in 1996. In 2008
“Lega” published “Twenty Five Years in Asian Countries —
Raphiel Danibegashvili’s Unusual Travels” and in 2010 -
“Sulkhan Saba Orbeliani’s Geographical-Cartographical Inheri-
tance”. All the six monographs contain significant scientific
novelties that refer to the author’s high scientific diapason. An
encyclopedic monographic reference book (publishing house
“Ganatleba", 2003) “Georgian Travellers, Geographers, Nature
Researchers” (together with Shota Javakhishvili) is of the same
orientation.

3. Author and co-author of several course-books for
high and public schools among which the most noteworthy are:
“Historical Geography of Georgia” (publishing house “Kabado-
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ni”’, 2003), “General Physical Geography” (co-author, published
by TSU, 2003); books for public schools: “Geography of Geor-
gia”, a course-book for IX year pupils (co-author, publishing
house “Logos Press”, 2008), “Our Georgia”, a course-book for V
year pupils (co-author, publishing house “Logos Press”, 2010).

4. Direction of Excursion and Tourism. In this field on
the basis of own field investigations and analysis of numerous
literary sources Koba Kharadze created significant monographs:
“Architectural and Natural Monuments of Javakheti” (publishing
house “Pavoriti”, 2003), “Samshvilde” (2010), “Bodoma™
(2010). Additionally, in this point he has made maps for tours and
excursions, has compiled a calendar; he has also published a
number of articles, has filled up secondary and high school
course-books with numerous materials on tourism and excursion.
In the author’s favour we should note that the above mentioned
monographs are accompanied with coloured photos of historical
and natural monuments and maps for excursions and tourism that
have been made by the author himself.

5. Direction of Medical Geography. In this sphere at
different times Koba Kharadze published letters, placed them as
separate chapters in student’s books of Geography, wrote two
monographs about his native Chkhari: “A Prize for Merits —
doctor Ilia Puluzashvili” (2007), “A Century in the Service of
Health” (2010). Both monographs are based on generalizing and
analyzing archival materials obtained during years and the facts
that he had spectated and about which he had heard in public. The
scientist has always been paying proper attention to cultivation of
Medical Geography in secondary and high schools.

6. Direction of Military Geography occupies a proper
place in Koba Kharadze’s scientific-research work. For its
tllustration it would be quite satisfactory to mention a monograph
“Historical Geography of Kakheti” published in 2010 where
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Military Geography is outlined and analyzed as a separate issue.
Military Geography is placed as a separate chapter in “Geography
of Georgia” — a book for high schools. He has written several
articles about the military geographical issues of “A Knight in the
Tiger’s Skin”. During years he conducted a course in Military
Geography at University of Sokhumi.

7. Direction of Religious Geography is one of
significant fields in Koba Kharadze's scientific research work and
creative activity. It is manifested in “Historical Geography of
Kakheti” where the religion is analyzed as an individual issue
(field) and 1s rich in historical photos of churches shot by the
author. He has written numerous articles, has made maps and TV
broadcasts on historical monuments. This issue is analyzed in his
two books for high school: “Geography of Georgia”, part 1 (1999)
and “Historical Geography of Georgia” (2003).

8. Direction of Onomastics takes quite a significant
place in Koba Kharadze’s invaluable work. Besides the above
mentioned book he has published dozens of articles in different
collections — “Onomastics”, works of Geographical Society, as
well as journal “Georgia’s Nature”, newspapers, etc. He has done
a great deal in restoring old Georgian toponyms of Bolnisi region.

9. Direction of Regional Research. He has written five
monographs only about Chkhari, among them Encyclopedia
Chkhari (2008). The encyclopedia includes: nature, history,
culture, education, economics, population, ethnology, toponymy,
sports, etc. Personalia — biographical data about persons, takes a
special place in this work. Here we can find more than 1200
articles and descriptions with personalia about nearly 400 persons.
Newspaper “Terjola” wrote (30.X1.2009) about the-encyclopedia:
“In the scientist’s favour it must be said that the encyclopedia
combines and systematizes everything connected with village
Chkhari from the ancient period till today”. Furthermore, the
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newspaper noted: “It will be interesting for our reader to know the
author, a really interesting person, a high rank scientist, a very
hardworking and seeking man, an indigene inhabitant of Chkhari.
He, with faithfulness and all his love, creates works that are quite
significant and necessary for our society, our new generation and
every genuine patriot”.

10. In the Direction of Physical Geography Koba
Kharadze’s role is quite significant as he is well acquainted with
“ficld (nature) reading”. In this sphere he was well trained by his
great teacher Levan Maruashvili. Research in Physical Geography
is well shown in the scientist’s works. His fundamental
monographs on Historical Geography of Zemo Kartli, Shida
Kartli, Kvemo Kartli, Kakheti, Chkhari, Encyclopedia of Chkhari
and etc. contain deep scientific analysis of natural-geographical
environment, its resources and components of landscape. He has
built up materials of History and History of Geography, an even
scientific sequence on a physical-geographical fundament. I am a
witness of Koba Kharadze’ wide diapason in perception of nature
as he makes quite correct scientific conclusions even during field
works, formulates his own ideas and correctly defines different
aspects of forecasting of natural resources.

11. Direction of Journalism. Koba Kharadze is an
author of more than 300 letters on actual issues published in
magazines and newspapers. In a newspaper article “As Diligent as
a Bee...” a speleologist and journalist Jumber Jishkariani wrote
about him: “The series of his articles on the Hujabi monastery
complex, natural monuments, toponymy and others were much
considered by the public”.

Koba Kharadze’s role in preparing and holding Vakhushti
Bagrationi’s 300-th birth anniversary (by the support of
UNESCO) in 1997 was too great as he had conducted enormous
work for preparing and publishing Vakhushti’s “Atlas of Georgia”
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and “Geography of Georgia”. He has also done a lot for preparing
texts and illustration materials for the department of inorganic
natural monuments of “The Red Book of Georgia”. Many maps,
books and compilations have been published under his editorship.
He has actively participated in preparing and holding numbers of
conferences and is a member of management of Union of World
Achievements and Travellers of Georgia (club “Giorgi”). For his
merits in science Koba Kharadze in 2005 entered in “Who Is
Who”, an encyclopedia published by Institute of Biography of the
USA. He was awarded a prize “The Man of the Year” in 2005,
also has been nominated as a member of Advisors Council for
Reasearch, and has founded a memorial museum of Institute of
Geography and museums of Aleksandre Javakhishvili (village
Dzevera, Gori region) and Theopane Davitaia (village Eki, Senaki
region).

During years Koba Kharadze worked as a head of State
Examinations Commission at Department of Geography at Akaki
Tsereteli State University of Kutaisi, and in 2006 — as a head of
Proffessors’ Contest Commission in the field of Geography at the
same university. In both cases he behaved as an etalon of
competency, objectivity and honesty. In the summer periods of
2009-2010 years he participated as a leading specialist in students’
practical field works of Department of Geography of the above
mentioned university.

Koba Kharadze has paid quite deserved and human respect
to his great teacher Levan Maruashvili as even in the scientist’s
life in journal “Nature of Georgia™ he published a quite objective
and vast academic article “A Great Researcher” for what the
impressed teacher greatly thanked the honorable student. After
Levan Maruashvili’s death the grateful student dedicated a
splendid vast monographic research (2002): “Levan Maruashvili —
A Peerless Investigator of Nature” with which Koba Kharadze
dedicated a “monument not of human making” to his great
supervisor and teacher Levan Maruahsvili!

For ycars Koba Kharadze supervised Section of Historical
Geography and Toponymy of Geographical Society of Georgia,
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was a Responsible Secretary of Works and Editorial Board of
journal “Geograpi” of the same society; today he is a member of
Scientific Council of Geographical Society.

As mentioned above, with his fluent and sophisticated
manner of speech, good voice intonation and timbre, the scientist
charms his listener, so that the audience, students, youth, his
friends and colleagues are always admired by his speech and the
auditorium is always crowded.

When speaking about Koba Kharadze’s many-sided
supernatural activity it is important to note the article published
about him in newspaper “Akhalgazrda Iverieli” (29.X1.1990)
where we find quite just and proper words about him: “Koba
Kharadze, a tireless scientist and a researcher, 1s one of those
passionate patriots who never separate their own and national
problems from each other. This is a man who was beside us when
just few people were interested by the fate of the Hujabi
Monastery Complex. Today, when besides charity organization
“Aghordzineba” the whole Georgian nation is interested in the
problem of Hujabi, Koba Kharadze is again supporting us and
providing with new documental materials obtained by means of
continuous work and research”.

This passionate patriot, born for conscience and science,
has published approximately 500 scientific and scientific-popular
works, among them 37 monographs and 7 course-books for high
and secondary schools. Koba Kharadze is an editor and reviewer
of many books, participant of numerous scientific conferences and
symposia. His articles published in different collections and works
are read with great interest. Koba Kharadze became interested in
Journalistic activity when he worked at school. At that period he
published interesting scientific works and letters on actual issues.
All Georgian citizens are acquainted with his series of letters on
the Hujabi Monastery complex, toponymy, historical and natural
monuments, which are very interesting for readers, and it is
confirmed by numerous comments that have been periodically
published. In this point, the most sigpificant is journal
“Sakartvelos Buneba” (“Nature of Georgia”) that has published
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tens of important letters of the scientist. In addition, articles in
newspapers and journals are accompanied by impressive black-
and-white and colour photographs shot by the author. Colour
photos shot by him have many times been appeared on the covers
of journals “Metsniereba da Teknika” (“Science and Techno-
logy”) and “Sakartvelos Buneba”. During years, in Georgian TV
programmes “Globusi” and “Bunebis Kari” he told viewers about
unique natural and material cultural monuments of Georgia on the
basis of colour film and photo materials and important
information obtained at field expeditions. The above mentioned
museums, founded by him, expose the scientists’ private rich and
unique materials on geography that are especially important in
popularization of Geographical sciences. Professor Koba
Kharadze has bcen managing the memorial museum of the
institute without any wages for public benefit for years.

Koba Kharadze, like his great teacher, has been able to work
In more than ten main fields of the science. He is the most
successful in science among Levan Maruashvili’s students. His
works are very precious in scientific research, but the most
important among them are comprehensive researches on
Historical Geography of Georgia and History of Geography. In
this field the fundamental monographs written by the scientist are
a new step after Vakhushti Bagrationi’s works in the study of
Historical Geography of Eastern Georgia. Vakhushti Bagrationi
managed these issues in accordance with the scientific demands of
the XVIII century, and Koba Kharadze completed them in
accordance with the up-to-date requirements. He visited all parts
of Georgia, collected materials that were unknown before and
analyzed and compared them to the previous ones. In this way he
corroborated Vakhushti’s data in some issues, but determined the
whole spectrum of the issues of Toponymy, History of Geography
and Historical Geography quite innovatively that is very precious
and modest contribution in development of geographical sciences
of Georgia.

In our opinion, Koba Kharadze, a person successful in
science, is crowned and gloried by moral and purity, as he is the
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man searched by Diogene but not found... It is so much
appreciable that Koba Kharadze, the most successful among
Levan Maruahsvili’s students is at the same time as pure as his
teacher, a distinguished person, a barometer of conscience, ap
etalon of honesty, a man, who together with scientific gif,
possesses firm scrupulosity that is quite rare for Adam’s
descendants!.. If there were not people like Koba there would not
be any 1dea of existing of Adams’s descendants not only in
science but on this sinful Earth as well. Any scientific work of
high rank must be evaluated positively only in case if its author is
as spiritually pure as Koba Kharadze. ..

‘Otar Chkheidze
Doctor of Geography, Full Professor
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THE MAIN DATAS OF KOBA KHARADZE’S LIFE AND
ACTIVITIES

1940, 20 October — was born in Chkhari (Terjola region).

1947-1958 — studied at secondary school of Chkhari.

1958-1959 — was a manual worker at tile factory of Chkhari.

1959-1962 — served in a military unit in Rostov-on-Don.

1962-1966 — studied at the Natural-Geographical Faculty of
Pedagogical Institute of Kutaisi.

1966-1968 — worked as a teacher at school of Gumbati (Tsalka
region).

1968-1969 — worked as a teacher at school of Bogvi (Tetritskaro
region).

1969-1972 — passed the post-graduate course of Vakhushti
Bagrationi Gegraphical Institute of Georgian Academy of
Sciences.

1973 — at Thbilisi State University defended his Candidate
Dissertation “History of Geographical Knowledge in Oid
Georgia (X-XVIII centuries).

1973-1974 — a junior scientist at Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute of
Geography.

1974-1993 — a senior scientist at Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute of
Geography.

1977-1992 — the head of Section of Historical Geography and
Toponymy of Geographical Society of Georgia.

1978-1982 — an invited docent at Chair of Geography of N.
Baratashvili State Pedagogical Institute of Gori.

1982 — was given the title of a senior scientist in specialty
“Science and History of Technology”.

From 1984 — manages the memorial museum of Vakhushti
Bagrationi Institute of Geography without wages.

From 1990 — a member of Scientific Council of Geographical
Society of Georgia.

1993~ defended Doctoral dissertation thesis “Historical
Geography of Georgia, Kartli”,
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1993-2004 —a leading scientist and the head of the thematic group
of Historical Geography at Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute
of Geography.

1993-2000 — a member of Scientific Council for Degrees
Conferment.

1993-2006 — a member of Scientific Council of Vakhushti
Bagrationi Institute of Geography.

1995-1997 — an 1nvited professor at Chair of Geography of Akaki
Tsereteli State University of Kutaisi.

1997-2003 — the head of State Examinations Commission in
specialty of Geography of Akaki Tsereteli State University
of Kutaisi.

1998-2006 — first was an invited docent, later — a professor at
Chair of Geography of Georgia of Sokhumi Branch of
Thilist State University.

2004-2006 — the head of Department of Physical Geography at
Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute of Geography.

2005 — Entered in the Encyclopedia — “Who is who”. Awardee of
the title — “Man of the year”.

2006 — the head of Professors’ Contest Commission of the
specialty of Geography of Akaki Tsereteli State University
of Kutaisi.

2006-2011 — a senior scientist at Vakhushti Bagrationi Institute of
Geography.
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